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Communication 

As well as our own website address for St John’s 

www.stjohnsforfar.co.uk you can also find information at 

the following on-line resources:  

Inspires Online https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-

we-are/publications/inspires/  

Inspires Online is the free e-newsletter from the Scottish 

Episcopal Church – to subscribe please use the address 

above and then the sign-up box on the footer of that 

page.  

Pisky.scot – http://pisky.scot/ This provides the latest in 

thinking and discussion within the SEC. Previously Inspires 

Magazine offered a forum for information, discussion and 

debate. Now pisky.scot allows for that same conversation 

to be held more publicly and with the invitation to com-

ment and get involved. 

Diocesan website address https://standrews.anglican.org/ 

– from there you can access all the Diocesan resources 

and subscribe to the Diocesan e-newsletter.  

 

RECTOR - The Revd. Elaine Garman  

(01307 463440   mobile 0773 3151458   

email rector@stjohnsforfar.co.uk) 

ELECTED VESTRY MEMBERS:-   

Mrs Colvina McBay (463097) 

Mr Albert Shepherd (464 600) 

Mrs Lee Winks (07547 310811) 

Mrs Lynne Topping (01307 850297) 

EXOFFICIO VESTRY MEMBERS 

SECRETARY - Ingrid M Jäckel (07852 158499) 

TREASURER - Mr Roger Cousins (819 489) 

LAY REPRESENTATIVE - Mrs Marion Ingram Walker 

(01828 640 318) 

OFFICERS 

FINANCE CONVENER - Mr Albert Shepherd   (464 600) 

ALTERNATE LAY REPRESENTATIVE - Mrs Colvina McBay 

(463097) 

 

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER - Mr Neil Smeaton (818 

714 and 01224 210 355)   

HALL CONVENER - Mrs Carol Douglas (464 610) 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR - Miss Madeline King-

ston (463 185) 

FUND RAISING -  Mrs Fay Slingsby (01307 818787) 

TUESDAY CLUB - Mrs Evelyn Balfour   (818 648) 

FLOWERS - Mrs Marie Hill   (465 587) 

GIFT AID - Mr John Webster    (467 696) 

STEWARDSHIP RECORDER - Mrs Carol Douglas   (464 610) 

 FACT REPRESENTATIVES - Mrs Margaret Cousins (819 

489) Judy Hill (818787) 

MAGAZINE - Mrs Dorothy Bruce-Gardyne (01241 828 

203) 
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St. Johns Eagle has suddenly gained in importance as a means of communicating, 

and as a result the decision has been taken to email a copy to all for whom email 

addresses are held.  In addition, printed copies in a reduced (A5) format will be 

posted to those without email.  Comments and /or extra email addresses welcome 

at gordongarman@aol.com 

God sees us in every moment 
How good and how strange it will be to be back in St John’s for Sunday worship. 

Whilst the past six months have not been without hope, there have certainly 

been desolate moments. Some members of our congregation have died, and we 

have not been able to mark their passing in our usual way. Some of you, I’m sure 

will have had children added to the family and even that will not have been cele-

brated in, what we took for granted, as the normal way. 

During the course of the pandemic we have continued being St John’s community 

but not having our familiar worship to hold us together. Whether you have tasted 

community through phone calls, letters or praying at the same time as others – 

they all are moments of sunlight and glimpses of the kingdom. As we move back 

to worship in church let us not lose that taste of community that is unmistakeable 

– it is the taste of God. 

Of course our collective worship will not be ‘normal’ although it may be our new 

reality for some time certainly until a vaccine is available, the coronavirus is down 

to minimal levels circulating in the community or it has mutated as it learns to 

live with us rather than kill us! Our prayerfulness expressed through hymn singing 

will be absent, but we are adaptable people and I’m sure our worship, praise and 

prayer will find alternative expressions as we begin to gather together once 

again. 

Elsewhere in the Eagle there is a description of what you are asked to do as we 

come together as a congregation. The first service will be on Sunday 20th Septem-

ber at 11am. After a few weeks I will restart Wednesday services. People should 

not feel compelled to attend but when you consider you are sufficiently confident 

to gather (with social distance and other public health measures in place). For 

those of you who have managed to join the online worshipping community, there 

will still be local and Provincial streamed services.  
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I finish with the blessing that I use for Drop In for Soul Time, the midweek online 

prayer time, whether we remain in our 

homes or whether we are venturing out, in-

cluding to church: 

Most sacred God 

Cherish and protect us 

Envelope us in your wholeness 

And bless us as we live fully. 

And the blessing of God 

Source of all being, 

Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

Be with you, those you love and those for whom you pray, 

This day and evermore. Amen. 

With love 

Elaine 

Live streaming of services from St 

John’s Church  will start on 20th 

September.  The YouTube link will 

be emailed shortly and will also be 

available on St John’s website: 

www.stjohnsforfar.co.uk  

A good crop 
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I intend to join this course, and if any others from St John’s 

wish to do so and would like to discuss any aspect of the 

subject please feel free to contact me , Gordon  (01307 

463440) 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDANCE ON FESTIVE SONGS -   
      "WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED"  

While shepherds watched their flocks by night  

All seated on the ground  

The angel of the Lord came down  

And glory shone around  

The National Union of Shepherds has complained that it breaches 
Health and Safety regulations to insist that shepherds watch their 
flocks without appropriate seating arrangements being provided. 
Therefore benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs are now to be made 
available.  

Shepherds have also requested that due to the inclement weather 
conditions at this time of year, that they should watch their flocks via 
CCTV cameras from centrally-heated Shepherd Observation huts.  

Please note, the Angel of the Lord is reminded that before shining his 
( or her!) glory all around s/he must ascertain that all Shepherds have 
been issued with glasses capable of filtering out the harmful effects of 
UV A,  UVB and Glory.  

Thanks for the above go to + Ted . 
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Busy times—having 

received permission 

from  the Diocesan 

Office to proceed we 

now have more wheel 

chair/disabled spaces in 

St John’s.  Many thanks 

to Richard Finch. 

Further developments 

are in hand – watch 

this space! 
One of the recently shortened pews. 

In addition  to the  work on the pews mentioned above  there are plans to  

install a  proper disabled ramp at the front  entrance.  We are obtaining 

planning permission for the works and are currently applying for grant as-

sistance in order to fund the project. 

Another major and  main  project is the renovation of the tower roof, and 

again grant assistance is being investigated. 

Lastly, and possibly even more welcome, consultations  are underway with   

specialist heating companies with a view to replacing our rather antiquat-

ed and very inefficient  current system…   

What has been going on at St John’s  - current projects 
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NOTES FROM THE TREASURER – SEPTEMBER 2020 

We have reached the end of our financial year and I now have to 

await the final bank statement before assembling the accounts for the past 

year for presentation to the congregation and submission to OSCR.  How-

ever, it is not too early to give an insight into how we have fared over the 

past year which has been an exceptional one for expenditure mainly on 

repairing the roof. As you well know the roof is a large expanse of slate 

tiles which have over the years moved and slipped revealing gaps where 

the rain could get in. Last year we undertook a full examination and set in 

train a programme of renovation using a skilled local contractor. This has 

been an expensive undertaking funded by dipping into our investments 

(the dividends from which we need to cover everyday running costs).  As a 

significant landmark in Forfar we thought our grade 2 listed building might 

have received some help from a council grant, but that was not to be, it 

seems that we are not significant enough!   

So much for the past year– how about the future, well we still have 

to make a decision on what to do with the tower (you will remember the 

ceiling in the entrance lobby falling down).  Thanks to Richard Finch we 

have a temporary measure in place which although alleviating the problem 

does not solve it for the long term. Estimates have been sought but the 

final cost will very much depend on what the contractor finds when he dis-

mantles the existing roof and reveals whatever lurks below. We are also 

looking to provide a more permanent disabled ramp for the church en-

trance. 

PLUS PLUS PLUS the heating system in the church has been con-

demned and needs to be replaced at a fairly horrendous cost.  We are in 

the process of getting estimates for the work and once we have them will 

seek grant funding from appropriate organisations – but there is no guar-
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antee that they will cover the cost involved. In the meantime and in antici-

pation of the church re-opening dig out that wool coat and long scarf you 

may well need it!! 

Smile Fundraising 

As some may be aware, Amazon stopped being involved in Easyfundraising 

some time ago, but donations can still be raised by going to https://

smile.amazon.co.uk and logging in with one’s own Amazon login details, 

and selecting St John’s as the charity. 

Roger Cousins 
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Many thanks to +Ted for 

this short insight to the va-

garies of selection panels!” 


